AGM11/1

Milton Keynes Chess Club
Secretary’s Report

The Secretary has again received a number of queries (usually by e-mail) about the club.  As in previous years most are on behalf of juniors (one as young as six) for whom the Chess Club does not cater well. Others are asking about tuition or are self-confessed beginners, and again they have to be gently disappointed. It is, however, apparent that there are a number of people out there who regularly play games either with their computers or on the Internet through the medium of a home computer. Persuading these people to turn up at a chess club and meet real opponents often proves very difficult. We agreed last year to try to publicise the club a little more to try to entice new members, but unfortunately our Publicity Officer had a spell of ill health and was unable to set about this task.
As long-stop captain (a role the Secretary seems to have acquired) I was required to field a four board team in the EACU Club Championship on 5th December. We were one of three teams in the top section and only came second (to a team rather confusingly called New England) by half a point. Thanks to Richard, Adrian and Peter for joining me in the rather long day at Whittlesford. Everyone hopes that there will be a larger entry next time.
Following the discussion about junior chess in the area at the last AGM I duly wrote to all schools in the area (omitting those with children under 7).Some members may have forgotten the outcome, so a further copy of my report is appended below.
It is reported elsewhere that we need a new cupboard; it is unclear to me where responsibility may lie here between the club and the OU. When the cupboard is purchased we need to bear in mind the quantity and physical characteristics of our equipment; various ingenious suggestions were offered last year as to the best way to house plastic boards. It would also be worth having some space for books. Last year I was approached by someone who had inherited a bound set of British Chess Magazine copies, and she has now generously donated these to the Club. There are 29 years of almost immaculate copies. When I clear my own loft I shall, I think, be able to supplement this collection at both ends, as it were. The fact is there is nowhere to house these at present.

The loft is to be cleared because after 32 years in MK (all but two of them as an active player) I shall be moving on in 2012. I therefore feel it appropriate to stand down as Secretary, but shall be here for a few months yet. 

Paul Kendall

10th August 2011
Junior Chess in Milton Keynes

At the AGM I was asked to investigate the extent of organised chess within schools in the Milton Keynes Area. When I discovered that there are 114 schools in the Borough of Milton Keynes, I decided to restrict myself to those which take pupils of 7 and older. This meant e-mailing about 70 schools. From these I received 9 responses – i.e. about 13%.

1. Heronsgate, Walnut Tree. Clare Fisher runs a winter chess club for years 5 and 6. She is also involved in a programme for gifted and talented children. (With some chess interest). 

2. Olney Middle School. Helen Tiplady runs a Chess Club for Year 5 with 18 members currently; she hopes to roll out to other years.

3. Milton Keynes Academy, Leadenhall.  Tunde Timea Ivacson set up a Chess Club last year with pupils of all ages (Year 7 to Sixth form) and she sent several photos of their end-of-year chess tournament.

4. Stantonbury Campus. Jane Holder has just set up a club with four students and two adults; and needs some advice!

5. Denbigh School. Has had a Chess Club last year, and the Assistant Head Teacher is looking for someone to carry it on – but without success at present!

6. Summerfield Combined School. Pam Weston has been running a Chess Club for some years and enters the British Land Chess Challenge ‘because it adds a bit of interest’.

7. Green Park School. Hilary Adams is very interested in having a Chess Club, but currently in limbo awaiting the Holloid Plastics delivery of chess sets (which has been much delayed). I put them in touch with latest developments, but this initiative appears to have stalled.

8. St. Paul’s Catholic School. Pedro Texeira is interested in setting up a small chess club.

9. Loughton Junior School. Ken Behrens, the Headmaster, runs a Chess Club and they too have entered the Land Chess Challenge. Two of his pupils have been members of our club.

I felt in most cases that any form of help, encouragement or over-arching organisation that we were able to offer these actual or potential chess club organisers would be very gratefully received.  If any members have links to particular schools or are able to help then I can put them in touch with the teachers concerned. I have circulated this summary to those who contacted me, together with details of the British Land Chess Challenge in case others wish to take this up.

